Boris Bastidas  (Petitioner)
Boca Raton House of Representatives
Campus Action Chair

1880 Florida Atlantic Blvd 

Boca Raton, FL 33431

Allison Gentry (Respondent)

Boca Raton Campus Governor

We request that the Student Court review the statutes and decide on whether the recent veto of legislation was legal in accordance with our statutes and constitution.  
The petitioners request that the Student Court conduct a hearing over interpretation of statutes regarding recent House Resolution that was passed and vetoed by the Campus Governor.   There has for a time been several instances of delays and in this case the piece of legislation was vetoed a total of anywhere to twenty to thirty five days after its passing in the House of Representatives.  It was announced that there had been questions posed to the Chief Justice about whether a veto could be considered legal at the time of its official doing, however there was apparently no official petition made in how to interpret the statutes to come to such a decision, no record of any Student Court meeting or hearing on this matter nor any memo from the Chief Justice or the Student Court on any decision regarding this matter.  Therefore it appears appropriate that regardless of what the interpretation of the Chief Justice and the Student Court may be, that such an interpretation or decision be done through an official, recorded and thus fully legitimate process as outlined in the Judicial Statutes.  

BRHR-10-09  “Free Speech on Campus” was passed by the Boca Raton Campus House of Representatives on June 4, 2010.   

At the most recent House meeting, the Resolution was on the House agenda under “Vetoed Business” and it was announced by the Campus Governor that she had vetoed it, explaining her reasons for it and announcing furthermore that she had vetoed it on the 24th of June, the day she had received it.  

Prior to making the veto official however, there were questions held by the Governor and by Legislative officials such as the petitioners ourselves, on whether the veto could be carried after so much time had passed since the Resolution’s passing.

It is unclear at this time, when the legislation reached the Governor’s desk, whether that be determined as the moment it was placed in her mailbox or whether it was once in her actual possession or if it is to be considered on her desk the moment it is passed. 

What we have are the dates that the legislation was officially vetoed as shown on the legislative sheet attached to the Resolution, and statements made.  Below however are the statutes pertaining to vetoing of legislation in general:

This is from the 400 Legislative Statutes:

458.312 Upon approval by a majority vote of the total active membership of the

Campus House, the legislation is then sent to the Campus Governor for

approval or veto. The Campus Governor has seven (7) academic days in

which to enact or veto legislation. If there is no action on the legislation by

the Campus Governor for those seven (7) academic days, the legislation shall

then be considered enacted and shall carry the force of law.

This is from the SG Constitution:    (Furthermore the Boca Raton Statutes under the powers and duties of the Campus Governor cite this section of the SG Constitution)

Section 5. Duties and Powers of Campus Governors 

The Campus Governors shall A. Sign or veto legislation passed by the Campus House of Representatives within five (5) business days following passage. The Campus House of Representatives may override the veto by a two- thirds (2/3) vote of their membership.

This is from the Boca Raton Statutes:

703.240 Upon approval of the House of Representatives, the legislation will be sent by the House Speaker to the Boca Raton Governor for approval within five (5) business days.
In the 600’s it clearly states that:  

611.100
The Student Court shall only conduct business in Student Court Meetings.

This implies that business done by the Student Court can only happen at actual official and recorded Student Court Meetings.

611.200

The Student Court shall only make decisions on Filed Petitions in Student Court Hearings.

This implies that decisions and opinions are to be made on actual filed petitions that are decided on at official Student Court Meetings.

611.500

The Student Court may only conduct a judicial review of Student Government Constitution and Statutes upon the filing of a petition.

This implies that legal questions over how to interpret statutes regarding business brought forth by Student Government officials, be it executive positions such as the Campus Governor and the Legislative Body such as the House must go through the process of a filed petition.  Only then can any form of judicial review be granted to give opinions or decision on the question or conflict.   

612.220
Any requests from the Executive or Legislative Branches for an opinion on the constitutionality or statutory permissibility of any pending legislation or student government actions.  The Chief Justice shall prepare a written response on behalf of the Student Court.

This implies that requests may be made by Legislative and Executive officials to seek interpretation from the Student Court, but that it must be done at an official Student Court Meeting in which the Chief Justice gives an official response on behalf of the Court.  

